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BOROUGH  OF  OKEHAMPTON 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR 

YEAR  ENDING  3ist  DECEMBER,  1947 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE,  M.D.  (State  Medicine),  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector : 

R.  A.  BRUNSKILL,  D.P.,  R.S.L 

Assistant  to  Sanitary  Inspector : 

E.  FURSE. 

Hon.  Meteorologist : 

Alderman  HARRY. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 


I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1947. 

The  general  health  of  the  Borough  remained  good  throughout 
the  year  and,  apart  from  Whooping  Cough,  the  infectious  diseases 
were  minimal. 

The  birth  rate  at  23.0  per  1000  population  compared  favourably 
with  that  of  England  and  Wales  at  20.5. 

The  deaths  numbered  61,  and  are  about  average  for  the  Borough, 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  more  than  50  per  cent  of  residents 
passed  their  75th  birthday  before  death.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and 
blood  vessels  were  by  far  the  largest  single  cause  of  death,  which 
is  doubtless  an  index  of  the  wear  and  tear  of  life  which  the  new 
science  Gerontology  may,  in  the  future,  do  something  to  ameliorate. 

Chief  Industries 

Being  an  important  market  centre,  the  town  derives  much 
income  from  this  ancient  privilege.  Associated  with  this  are  the 
distributive  trades,  which  cater  with  a  very  wide  rural  area  in  farm 
requirements,  household  needs,  and  food.  More  recently  an  area 
in  North  Road  has  commenced  an  industrial  development — brick 
works,  wood  works,  and  light  industry.  There  is  much  evidence 
that  this  development  is  likely  to  be  extended. 
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Section  “  A  ” 


General  Statistics 


Area  (statute  acres) 

806 

Population — 1931  Census 

3,307 

Estimated  Population — Mid- 1 947 

3,952 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  . 

1,080 

Rateable  Value 

£24,513 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£96 

Vital  Statistics 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births  .  .  . .  38 

43 

'  81 

Legitimate  .  .  .  .  35 

Illegitimate  .  .  .  .  3 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

40 

3 

•  • 

23.0 

England 
and  Wales 

20.5 

Still  Births 

•  • 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate 

•  • 

37 

0.50 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  .  .  .  .  33 

28 

61 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population 

•  « 

15.5 

12.0 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes 

•  • 

Nil 

1.17 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

•  • 

4 

Infantile  Mortality 

•  • 

49.0 

41.0 

The  61  deaths  of  the  townsfolk  were  made  np  as  follows  : — 


Infectious  Causes  : 

Influenza  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Measles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

General  Causes  : 

Heart  Disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Cancer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Arterio  Sclerosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Nephritis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Senility  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Bronchitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Suicide  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

All  Other  Causes  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  8 


61 
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Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  : 


Suffocation 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Rroncho-Pneumonia  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Influenza  Bronchitis 

Age  of  Death  Table 

•  • 

1 

3 

Age  at  Death 

Males 

Females 

Infants  under  1  year 

1 

2 

1-5 . 

1 

— 

5-15 . 

— 

— 

15-25  . 

— 

— 

25-35 

— 

— 

35-45 

3 

1 

45-55  . 

2 

2 

55-65 

5 

1 

65-75  . 

8 

4 

75  and  over 

13 

33 

18 

28 

Total 

61 

Section  “B” 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  general  provisions  of  the  health  services  remained  as 
reported  in  previous  years. 

-  During  the  year  the  County  Council  submitted  schemes  for  the 
implementation  of  part  three  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946.  On  study  of  the  proposals,  it  was  found  that  the  intention 
of  the  Health  Authority  was  to  completely  centralize  the  adminis¬ 
tration  in  Exeter,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  would  aggravate 
an  already  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs.  After  much  deliberation, 
the  district  authorities  decided  unanimously  to  appeal  for  delegation 
of  these  powers,  and  these  discussions  are  still  continuing. 

For  the  Preventive  Medical  Services  to  work  properly  and 
efficiently  it  is  essential  that  the  environmental  and  personal 
services  should  be  integrated.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer, 
can  only  be  achieved  by  one  senior  officer  stationed  locally  who 
can  deal  with  situations  as  they  arise,  on  the  spot.  The  question 
is,  therefore,  to  whom  are  these  important  functions  to  be  delegated  ? 
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It  appears  that  the  machinery  for  decentralization  is  not  yet  in 
existence.  What  appears  to  be  necessary  first  is  the  oreation  of  a 
new  authority,  either  by  amalgamation  or  federation,  which  would 
be  intermediate  in  population  and  financial  resources  between  the 
present  too  small  district  and  the  unwieldy  County.  If  some  such 
arrangement  as  this  could  be  agreed  upon,  the  Preventive  Medical 
Services  could  be  organized  as  a  whole  on  a  local  basis,  with  a  great 
increase  of  efficiency,  as  much  overlapping,  at  present  inseparable 
from  the  two-tier  system,  would  be  eliminated. 

Hospital  Accommodation.  Tb.e  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital 
continued  to  do  excellent  work. 

Maternity  Accommodation.  The  only  institution  catering  for 
maternity  cases  is  the  War  Memorial  Hospital,  which  has  a  constant 
waiting  list  of  cases.  Representations  for  extending  the  premises 
were  made  by  the  Hospital  Trustees,  and  the  plans  submitted 
have  been  favourably  commented  upon  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Section  “  C  ” 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

Mr.  Brunskill  has  submitted  the  following  report  : 

Water  Supply 

Sources.  The  sources  of  supply  are  two  intakes,  one  at  New 
Bridge  on  the  Black-a-Ven  Stream  and  the  older  and  smaller  at 
Yes  Tor  on  the  Red-a-Ven  Stream.  Both  are  on  Dartmoor  and  are 
within  the  area  of  the  Dartmoor  National  Park  and  the  military 
training  and  artillery  ranges.  These  largely  preclude  both  the  access 
of  the  public  and  minimize  any  stock  grazing  on  the  water  sheds. 
Supplies  at  the  intakes  have  been  quite  adequate  throughout  the 
year. 

Rainfall.  Rainfall  records  are  taken  at  two  points  on  the 
water  shed,  and  at  the  water  filter  station  at  Bracken  Tor.  During 
1946  the  rainfall  was  extraordinarily  high,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  comparative  figures  for  the  past  seven  years.  For  1947 
the  readings  were  about  average.  Alderman  Harry  has  taken  the 
monthly  readings  at  Cranmere  and  New  Bridge.  Records  at  the 
Filter  Station  are  taken  daily. 


1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

Cranmere  .... 

78.05 

109.4 

76.70 

86.6 

83.95 

77.8 

65.9 

New  Bridge 

59.95 

86.15 

61.60 

63.45 

65.60 

64.15 

56.15 

Filter  Station 

49.20 

67.99 

52.32 

51.42 

57.92 

48.47 

47.42 

Dry  Days  (no  rain) 

188 

105 

180 

178 

142 

174 

177 
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The  driest  months  were  August,  February  and  September, 
and  the  wettest  March,  December  and  January,  in  that  order. 
From  August  6th  to  September  5th  there  were  30  hot,  dry  days 
without  rain,  broken  only  by  showers  at  the  middle  of  the  drought 
period.  Falls  of  over  1  inch  in  one  day  were  recorded  in  January 
and  March.  These  figures  all  refer  to  Filter  Station  records. 

Intake  Mains. — Though  lying  in  the  artillery  danger  areas,  the 
intake  mains  have  again  escaped  damage  and  have  functioned 
properly  throughout  the  year,  despite  frequent  artillery  fire.  During 
the  heavy  snowfalls  in  January  and  February  the  intakes  were 
covered  by  up  to  20  feet  of  snow,  which  did  not  clear  until  April. 
These  extraordinary  conditions  did  not  materially  affect  the  supply, 
which  continued  uninterrupted.  Considerable  work  in  clearing 
supply  pipes  and  drains,  and  land  draining,  has  been  carried  out  on 
the  abandoned  works  on  the  Okehampton  Western  Park  Estate, 
and  this  work  was  generally  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Filtration  and  Treatment.  The  plant  has  been  in  continuous 
operation  throughout  the  year,  with  only  minor  intermittent  faults 
remedied  by  the  attendant  in  daily  attendance.  Removal  of  surplus 
sand  has  been  carried  out  in  the  pressure  filters  and  the  reservoir 
walls  have  been  repaired.  Filters  are  washed  daily  by  high-pressure 
air  scour  and  kept  up  to  a  high  operational  standard,  which  is 
essential  owing  to  the  intake  of  peaty  solids.  The  treated  water 
is  clear  and  colourless  and  of  excellent  taste.  Analyses  indicate 
it  to  be  of  a  satisfactory  standard  of  purity,  both  bacteriologically 
and  chemically.  As  evidence  of  the  purity  of  the  water,  it  is  worth 
recording  that  water  as  drawn  from  the  main  is  regularly  used  by 
many  for  topping  up  batteries  in  place  of  the  distilled  water  usually 
necessary.  An  additional  man  has  been  trained  for  filter  operation. 

Distribution.  The  zoned  distribution  system,  giving  a  stan¬ 
dardized  pressure  in  the  central  low-level  area  and  maintaining 
pressure  in  the  outer  high-level  zones,  continues  to  operate  with 
the  minimum  of  trouble.  Extensions  carried  out  include  new  mains 
on  the  second  portion  of  the  Lower  Brayhams  Temporary  Housing 
Estate,  the  Brickfield  Temporary  Housing  Estate,  and  the  first  part 
of  the  Far  View  Permanent  Housing  Estate,  for  which  asbestos 
cement  pressure  pipes  have  been  used.  Additional  supplies  in 
large  quantities  were  supplied  throughout  the  year  again  for  the  large 
Services’  camp. 

Mains  were  regularly  flushed  and  leaks  inspections  continuously 
carried  out.  Leaks  were  found  and  repaired  on  62  Corporation 
service  pipes,  3  Corporation  mains,  and  on  104  consumers’  services. 
Considerable  maintenance  work  in  clearing  service  pipes,  mainly  by 
force  pump  was  carried  out,  no  fewer  than  34  services  being  treated 
in  this  way.  Many  additional  repairs  and  wastage  of  water  were  a 
direct  result  of  the  severe  and  prolonged  frost.  The  employment  of 
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a  plumber  as  filter  attendant  for  the  past  six  years  continues  a  most 
satisfactory  arrangement  for  maintaining  and  servicing  the  under¬ 
taking.  When  main  supplies  are  cut  off  for  prolonged  periods  for 
repairs,  warnings  are  given  by  loud-speaker  or  house-to-house  calls. 


Rivers  and  Streams 

The  East  and  West  Ockment  Rivers  have  generally  remained 
self-cleansing  and  very  clean.  Minor  intermittent  pollutions  have 
been  remedied. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  have  continued  to  operate 
satisfactorily  with  no  serious  defects.  Trade  effluent  from  the 
Gas  Works  has  continued  without  nuisance.  In  Mill  Road  a  further 
length  of  the  defective  flushing  sewer  was  entirely  relaid  with  new 
pipes,  and  this  work  has  been  completed.  Minor  repairs  were  carried 
out  on  the  West  River  sewer. 

The  reconstructed  sludge  beds  have  been  in  operation  through¬ 
out  the  year  and  have  been  most  satisfactory.  The  irrigation 
channels  were  cleared. 

Public  Cleansing — Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

These  have  been  carried  out  directly  by  the  Corporation,  and 
weekly  collections  have  been  maintained  without  interruption, 
except  for  one  week  in  January  due  to  extraordinary  snow. 

The  Corporation  use  a  2-3-ton  Commer  tipping  motor  waggon. 
This  is  provided  with  a  quickfitting  dual-purpose  body  cover  which 
I  designed  for  sanitary  refuse  collection  and  general  transport  work. 
A  crew  of  the  driver  and  two  men  now  collect  the  refuse  satis¬ 
factorily  on  Thursdays  and  Fridays  each  week,  with  an  additional 
trade  collect. on  on  Tuesdays.  Street  cleansing  is  also  carried  out 
over  some  areas  at  the  same  time  as  refuse  collection.  The  collection 
and  disposal  of  refuse  in  this  manner  is  proving  considerably  more 
satisfactory  than  the  former  arrangements  during  the  nearly  two 
years  it  has  been  in  operation  up  to  the  end  of  1947. 

Disposal  is  by  regulated  tipping  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tip, 
where  rodent  control  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  operator. 
In  addition,  the  tip  is  regularly  treated  and  sprayed  with  tip 
dressing  for  the  control  of  flies.  This  is  done  two  or  three  times  a 
week  when  necessary,  and  has  been  found  most  effective.  Con¬ 
siderable  quantities  of  trade  refuse  are  also  dumped  on  the  tip. 
Levelling  of  the  tip  to  improve  its  shape  was  carried  out  by  a  small 
bulldozer,  and  the  buried  refuse  uncovered  by  this  operation  was 
found  to  be  generally  sterile. 
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Salvage.  Collection  and  disposal  of  salvage  have  also  been 
continued  regularly  fortnightly.  Additional  collections  are  made 
weekly  where  required  from  business  premises. 

The  total  tonnage  collected  during  the  year  amounted  to 
35  ton  5  cwt.,  and  for  the  third  time  in  succession  the  Borough 
collections  qualified  for  the  National  Waste  Paper  Bonus  in  being 
maintained  over  the  quota.  Salvage  publicity  is  regularly  main¬ 
tained.  Waste  paper,  cardboard  and  textiles  are  collected,  baled, 
packed  and  sent  away  to  the  paper  pulp  mills,  and  textile  factories. 
Again  the  value  of  this  work  can  be  counted  not  only  in  the  substan¬ 
tial  financial  returns  accruing  from  it,  but  also  in  the  reduction  in 
the  bulk  of  refuse  in  the  bins,  and  the  minimising  of  nuisance  on  the 
refuse  tip.  This  also  goes  for  kitchen  waste,  which  is  still  generally 
disposed  of  in  the  street  bins  for  its  proper  use  for  stock  feed. 


Sanitary  Inspections 

Visits  as  follows  : — 

Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  62 

Houses  re  Housing  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  86 

Drainage  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Water  Closets  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  22 

Sewerage  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  17 

Water  Supply  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  115 

Rivers  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Refuse  Removal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Salvage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52 

Refuse  Disposal  Tip  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Tents  and  Vans  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Schools  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Infectious  Diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Infestation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Rodents  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Animals  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Miscellaneous  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  22 

Informal  Notices  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  31 

Remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 


Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection 

Premises  have  been  disinfected  and  fumigated  as  follows  : 
the  ambulance  and  two  houses,  one  being  after  suspected  meningitis. 
No  other  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  dealt  with.  No  disinfesta¬ 
tion  treatment  has  been  necessary. 
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Rodent  Control 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Food  requirements,  rodent 
control  has  been  in  operation  throughout.  A  new  operator  was 
appointed  and  trained.  Block  control  has  been  carried  out  through¬ 
out  the  area,  and  at  the  refuse  tip  and  sewerage  disposal  works.  In 
addition,  the  whole  of  the  sewers  were  tested  for  infestation,  and 
the  minimum  of  infestation  was  discovered.  The  incidence  of  in¬ 
festation  in  the  area  is  very  small  indeed,  and  control  is  effectively 
reducing  it. 

Factories  and  Workshops 


These  have  been  kept  in  good  condition.  Inspections  have 
been  made  in  sixteen  instances,  but  no  formal  action  was  necessary. 

1.  Inspections. 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

W  fitten 
Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

24 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

10 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises 

— • 

— 

— • 

■ — • 

Total 

34 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found, 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 

Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanli¬ 
ness  .... 

1 

1 

— 

— • 

Nil 

Overcrowding  .... 

— 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

• — • 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

— 

— 

— • 

- — • 

— • 

Inadequate 
ventilation  .... 

— 

— • 

— - 

• — • 

— 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

1 

1 

. 

_ 

Nil 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

— • 

Nil 
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Smoke  Abatement 

Two  minor  cases  of  smoke  emersion  were  dealt  with  by  informal 
action. 

Offensive  Trades 

At  the  two  establishments  nine  inspections  were  made. 

Fish-Frying 

There  are  two  small  fish-frying  shops,  which  have  been  well 
conducted. 

Bakehouses,  Meat  and  Food  Shops 

These  premises  have  been  well  maintained,  and  most  trades¬ 
men  take  a  pride  in  the  cleanliness  of  these  premises.  Thirty-one 
inspections  were  made,  but  no  action  was  necessary. 

Swimming  Pools 

The  swimming  pool  and  paddling  pool,  both  of  which  are 
supplied  by  continuous  running  water,  have  been  well  maintained 
and  conducted. 


Section  “  D  ” 


HOUSING 

As  labour  and  materials  have  been  available  during  the  year, 
substantial  maintenance  repairs  and  painting  works  have  been 
carried  out  on  the  pre-war  houses  in  Macey’s  Terrace  and  Bravhams 
Estates. 

Further  minor  works,  including  installation  of  baths,  were 
carried  out  in  the  fourteen  additional  family  units  provided  by  the 
requisition  and  conversion  of  properties.  In  addition,  three  more 
conversions  were  also  carried  out. 

On  the  Lower  Brayha.ms  Temporary  Housing  Estate  the  ten 
Uni-Seco  houses  were  finally  completed  by  the  installation  of  electric 
refrigerators  and  erection  of  fences. 

Site  works  on  the  adjoining  Lower  Brayhams  11  and  Brickfield 
Temporary  Housing  Sites  were  also  put  in  hand,  and  the  construction 
of  sewers  and  water  mains,  service  road  foundations  and  kerbs  were 
completed. 

Concrete  foundation  rafts  and  concrete  paths  for  the  additional 
fifteen  temporary  aluminium  houses  were  also  completed.  The 
shells  of  fifteen  houses  were  erected  in  the  five  days  August  10th- 
15th,  and  completed  ready  for  occupation  by  selected  tenants  in 
the  first  week  in  September. 
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On  the  Far  View  Permanent  Housing  Estate  site  works  were 
delayed  first  by  the  weather  conditions  and  then  by  shortage  of 
materials.  Sewers  were  generally  completed,  but  the  construction 
of  concrete  roads  and  water  mains  were  still  in  hand  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  Asbestos  cement  pressure  pipes  were  provided  for  the 
water  mains. 

The  erection  of  eight  non-traditional  permanent  houses  of  the 
Cornish  unit  type  was  commenced  in  May,  but  this  work  was  also 
held  up  for  many  weeks  during  the  summer.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
the  roofs  of  two  houses  were  completed  and  roof  timbers  for  six 
houses. 

In  the  interior  of  the  houses  a  portion  of  the  bedroom  floors 
and  partitions  and  fireplaces  were  also  completed,  and  work  on  the 
outhouses  and  drainage  systems  were  in  hand. 

Throughout  the  course  of  erection  of  these  houses  there  was 
a  serious  shortage  of  labour,  and  nearly  all  the  building  force  were 
transported  over  sixty  miles  each  day  to  and  from  the  site. 


Section  “E” 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk 

The  responsibility  for  registration  and  supervision  of  producers 
still  remains  under  the  dual  control  of  your  Council  and  the  County 
Council,  with  the  usual  anomalies  associated  with  dichotomous 
responsibilit}r. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  table  that  78  samples  of 
either  designated  or  ordinary  milk  were  taken  during  the  year.  It 
will  also  be  noted  that  45  samples,  or  58  j>er  cent,  failed  the  cleanli¬ 
ness  test.  It  may  also  be  stressed  that  more  designated  milks  failed 
than  ordinary.  The  test  is  really  a  means  of  assessing  the  keeping 
quality  of  the  milk,  or  a  rough  guide  as  to  the  quantity  of  filth  in  it. 
It  is,  therefore,  on  first  thoughts,  surprising  that  the  designated 
producers,  having  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  County 
Council  as  regards  premises’  water  supply,  sterilization  equipment, 
and  so  on,  cannot  put  up  a  better  show.  It  must,  however,  be 
remembered  that  amongst  the  true  agrarian  there  is  a  tradition  in 
the  working  of  the  farm  which  experience  has  shown  gives  the  best 
results. 

At  the  present  time  milk  has  become  a  highly  prized  commercial 
product,  and  the  economic  magnet  has  drawn  a  number  of  non¬ 
agrarians  into  the  industry,  whose  capital  has  put  on  a  fine  exhibit 
of  premises  and  equipment  but  who,  having  no  traditional  know¬ 
ledge  and  only  a  dangerous  smattering  of  science,  are  producing  an 
article  which  does  not  comply  with  normal  standards  of  cleanliness. 
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One  case  in  point  was  a  Tuberculin  Attested  producer  who  failed 
thirteen  out  of  fifteen  cleanliness  tests  and,  as  far  as  the  writer 
knows,  no  action  was  taken  by  the  Licensing  Authority  to  ask  him 
why  he  should  continue  to  hold  his  licence. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  acquisition  of  a  tuberculosis- 
free  herd  is  the  beginning  of  milk  production  and  not,  as  some  people 
seem  to  think,  the  ending  of  all  further  trouble.  There  should  be 
only  one  standard  of  milk,  and  that  should  be  pure  and  free  from 
germs  of  disease. 

The  Borough  Council  are  strongly  recommended  in  the  future 
to  fully  exercise  their  powers  as  the  registration  authority  for  all 
retailed  milk  in  the  town,  and  to  call  upon  recalcitrant  purveyors 
why  they  should  continue  to  hold  a  licence  from  your  authority. 


Grade 

Total  Number 
Samples 
Taken 

Passed 

Failed 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  . 

...  24 

71 

171  . 

Accredited 

.  .  13 

8 

=38% 

5 

=62% 

Tuberculin  Tested  School 

. .  3 

3 

Ordinary 

Ordinary  School 

. .  37 

1 

18 

=47% 

19 

=53% 

Meat 

78 

33 

45 

The  Tavistock  Urban  Council  have  authorized  the 

inclusion  of 

the  subjoined  table  of  meat  inspection  at  their  Abattoir,  from  whence 
you  derive  your  meat. 


Meat  Inspection 

Cattle 

C  OIL'S 

Pigs 

Calves 

Sheep 

Total  No.  Inspected 

1729 

1223 

438 

1617 

9283 

Percentage  of  whole 
carcases  affected 

with  Tuberculosis 

.64  % 

4.74% 

.23  % 

.18% 

— 

Percentage  of  whole 
car  ases  affected 

with  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

•52  % 

4.01  % 

•46  % 

2.1% 

2.41  % 

Percentage  of  organs 
or  parts  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

11.4% 

22.9% 

8.9  % 

Percentage  of  organs 
or  parts  affected 
with  diseases  or 

conditions  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

91.49% 

81.93% 

9.82% 

2.35% 

47.51  % 

Total  number  of  animals  killed  .  .  . .  .  .  14,290 

Total  number  of  carcases  condemned  for  Tuberculosis  73 

Total  number  of  carcases  condemned  for  diseases  other 

than  Tuberculosis  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  318 

Total  number  of  organs  or  parts  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  516 

Total  number  of  organs  or  parts  affected  with  diseases 

or  conditions  other  than  Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  7,076 


7,983 


In  addition  to  the  meat  condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouse, 
1,140  lb.  of  corned  beef  and  mutton  were  condemned  at  the 
W.M.S.A.  Depot  at  the  Pannier  Market. 

Other  Foodstuffs 

Foods  have  been  examined  and  fifty-four  condemnation  certi- 

t / 

ficates  have  been  issued  covering  in  nearly  all  cases  canned  foods 
which  had  deteriorated  owing  to  defective  containers.  Two  and  a 
half  hundredweights  of  dried  fish  were  also  condemned. 


Section  “F” 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

No  serious  epidemic  occurred  during  the  year,  but  Whooping 
Cough  was  prevalent  amongst  the  younger  age  groups. 

The  notifiable  diseases  do  not  give  anything  like  a  proper 
picture  of  the  conditions,  undoubtedly  infectious,  which  occur  in  a 
neighbourhood.  In  order  to  try  to  throw  some  light  on  to  these 
conditions  a  research  wras  initiated  with  the  aid  of  a  number  of  my 
medical  colleagues. 

As  a  first  result  of  these  enquiries  it  was  found  that  Infectious 
Mononucleosis  was  quite  widespread,  and  that  several  members  of 
the  same  family  became  infected  one  after  the  other.  Another 
condition  which  usually  goes  under  the  generic  name  of  Gastric 
Influenza  can  definitely,  on  clinical  grounds,  be  split  up  into  at  least 
three  clinical  entities — giddiness  and  vomiting,  vomiting  only, 
which  is  frequently  mistaken  for  food  poisoning,  as  is  the  first,  and 
vomiting  and  diarrhoea,  for  which  no  chemical  or  bacteriological 
cause  can  be  found.  It  appears  that  these  conditions  come  into  the 
class  of  virus  infections  and  need  much  further  elucidation.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  future  will  hold  out  success  to  these  researches. 
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Diphtheria 

One  case  was  notified  in  an  adult  female  who  had  not  been 
immunized. 

Diphtheria  Immunization 

This  proceeded  successfully  during  the  year,  and  the  accom¬ 
panying  table  sets  out  the  percentage  of  those  immunized.  The 
method  of  approach  is  to  parents  of  children  under  five  by  post  at 
nine  months  and  periodically  thereafter,  and  school  children  through 
the  schools.  It  can  safely  be  assumed  that  if  a  child  is  not  immunized 
it  is  not  through  any  lack  of  suggestion  from  this  office.  It  is  with 
much  regret  that  neither  the  Ministry  or  the  County  Council  have 
seen  fit  to  make  use  of  this  elaborate  organization,  which  has  only 
come  about  by  years  of  effort. 

In  your  town  immunization  has  been  in  operation  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  the  results  have  been  extremely  satisfactory.  Since 
the  commencement  of  this  procedure  only  isolated  cases  have 
occurred,  and  most  of  these  have  been  in  young  adults  who  have 
not  been  treated.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  provisions  in 
Section  26  of  the  Health  Act,  requiring  medical  practitioners  to  be 
given  facilities  for  immunization,  have  been  anticipated  here  by 
several  years.  In  spite  of  this,  over  90  per  cent  of  the  inoculations 
have  been  done  by  your  Medical  Officer. 

The  decision  of  the  County  Council,  in  exercising  their  pre¬ 
rogative,  to  centralize  this  procedure  in  Exeter,  twenty  miles  away, 
should,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Medical  Officer,  be  resisted  to  the 
utmost,  in  the  public  interest. 

Tuberculosis 

Five  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  two  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  No  deaths  were  recorded 
from  this  cause.  : 

At  the  end  of  the  year  twenty -two  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
remained  on  the  register  and  are  set  out  below  : — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Males  . .  .  .  .  .  9  Males  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Females  . .  .  .  .  .  8  Females  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Total :  22. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  thank  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  for 
the  ready  hearing  my  proposals  always  receive. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Councillor  Routh,  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BOROUGH  OF  OKEHAMPTON 
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PERCENTAGE  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  HAVE  COMPLETED  FULL  COURSE  OF  DIPHTHERIA 

IMMUNIZATION  TO  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1947. 
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